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Thousands of nurses around the world will be celebrating the bicentenary of the birth 

of Florence Nightingale today. For many this will be whilst working at the frontline 

against the world’s worst pandemic in over one hundred years, and we salute them 

all. 

The Nightingale Fellowship was due to welcome over 600 of The Nightingale 

Training school alumni to a special service and tea party at St Thomas’ Hospital in 

London. This is where in 1860 Florence Nightingale founded the first professional 

nursing school, and Nightingale nurses trained there until 1996. They still proudly 

wear their Nightingale badge on such occassions. 

Artwork from the villages near Lea Hurst 

Today the Fellowship is delighted to accept and honour the work undertaken by the 

villagers of Dethick, Lea, Lea Bridge and Holloway in Derbyshire, to celebrate their 

famous resident whose family home was Lea Hurst. A local retired nurse – Mary 

White – has brought the project together in record time and this will be blessed and 

displayed at St Thomas’ Hospital, with cards and prints being sold in support of The 

Florence Nightingale Museum and Lea Village School. 

Chapel Service at St Thomas’ Hospital – 0930hrs today 

The Archbishop of Canterbury with Rev. Mia Hilborn (Head of chaplaincy at Guy’s 

and St Thomas’ NHS Trust) will today bless the new Nightingale Fellowship Altar 

cloth, Lectern wrap and chaplain stole, as well as the artwork from Lea, giving thanks 

for all the staff who work in the NHS and remembering those who have died during 

the pandemic. This will include contributions from hospital nurses and the current 

President of the Fellowship – Mrs Gillian Prager 



Nightingale 200 Challenge 

Today the Fellowship will launch a challenge for all nurses to support the Florence 

Nightingale Museum. It is proposed that each nurse secure sponsorship for 

performing 200 nursing tasks – such as the hospital corner for bed making. Mary Hill 

(aged 91years) is shown doing this at home, wearing her Nightingale badge. 

Virtual Tea Parties  

Nightingales across the world have been encouraged to have virtual tea parties to 

replace the planned gatherings and these will be taking place across the internet 

with photographs on the Fellowship website in days to come. 
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